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TENNIS IN BUXTON (up to 2001)

In 1873 a game, later to be known as Lawn Tennis but originally named
SPAIRISTRIKE (after an ancient Greek ball game), was first played in the grounds of
the Manor House Hotel in Leamington Spa. A plaque on the lawn in front of the hotel
now commemorates this historic event.

Major Walter Wingfield took out a patent for his new game and, in 1875, it was
introduced to the All England Croquet Club in Wimbledon and played on their lawns.
1877 saw the first men’s championships played there with the ladies championships
being added in 1884. In 1882 the name was however changed to the All England Lawn
Tennis Club.

To move the scene to Buxton, in 1880 the Buxton Gardens hosted a tennis tournament
for visitors. By 1883this tournament was attracting so many entries that, by 1884, the
proprietors of the Gardens,” The Buxton Improvements Co.”, decided to run a proper
Open Tournament (see programme and cover) with the Ladies and Gentlemen’s Singles
played under the title of “Championship of Derbyshire”. A Ladies Doubles was played
under the imposing title of the “All England Ladies Doubles”, no doubt the first of its
kind, and inaugurated before Wimbledon, or indeed anyone else, could appropriate this
title. This tournament was played under this name in Buxton until the tournament ceased
in about 1951.
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At a later stage, Gentlemen’s Doubles, Mixed Doubles and handicap events were
introduced but it was the championship events, at one time attracting 300 entries, which
were the backbone of the Tournament. The Duke of Devonshire donated a challenge
Cup for the Men’s Singles and a Claret Bowl for the Ladies Singles. Other valuable
prizes were donated by prominent business people of the town. The tournaments usually
lasted a week and concluded with a Grand Ball held at the Palace Hotel. The Open
Tournaments were considered the premier function of the season in Buxton and
contributed greatly to the town’s prosperity.

The Duchess of Devonshire, formerly Lady Mary Alice Gascone Cecil, daughter of the
Marquis of Salisbury, graced the tournament by entering herself.

The 1899 Buxton Guide advertises both grass and “gravel” courts as being available in
the Gardens. A photograph, now in the Francis Frith collection, and dated 1886, shows
ladies in long dresses of the period playing on the lower courts at the end of the
promenade (later used by Buxton Gardens Tennis Club). In 1900, the lawns were re-laid
to improve surface drainage by using clinker and ash as base.(See maps on next pages)

1912 Buxton Lawn Tennis Tournament, Challenge Cup for Men’s Singles being presented by Boer War Veteran, Lord
Roberts to J.C.Parkes who won the trophy for 3 concecutive years. The Cup was donated by the Duke of Devonshire
“Bates'Baby™ — The Story of Buxton's Pavilion Gardens —Sheila Barker
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